TO THE U. T. W. A. (AFL) CONVENTI ON

WASHINGTON, D. C., MARCH 15, 1948.

Mr. Chairman, distinguished guests, and delegates
of this convention; I very much appreciate the opportunity of
being one of your guests and the honor of appearing on your program.
I feel very much at home among a group of textile
workers.

While in college, I worked in a cotton mill during

vacation periods, and thus acquired, first hand, a knowledge of
the conditions surrounding the employment of textile workers, along
with the problems arising therefrom.
It is altogether fitting and proper that you meet
together from time to time in the manner as is the case here today; in so doing you have the opportunity to review your accomplishments of the past and to formulate and adopt plans and methods
looking toward a more progressive and successful future.

In this

connection, I should like to commend both the leadership of your
national organization and the leadership of your constituent local
unions for your constructive contribution to industrial peace and
progress in this country.

Although you have been militant and

aggressive in advancing the interest of your membership, the record
indicates that your own interest has been made subordinate to the
community interest, as well as that of the public welfare generally.
The principle of free collective bargaining as a means of resolving
issues common to the interests of employees and employers has not
only been declared by law to be the national policy, but this method has proven to be practical and successful when the parties meet
together around the conference table in an a tmosphere and with the
attitude of mutual respect and confidence.

Extreme economic

methods employed by either party to an industrial dispute is an
extravagant cost, both to the disputants and the community; and
notwithstanding the circums tances, it gives to those in our country
who would destroy certain of your rights a weapon with which they
are permitted to prejudice the public mind against your most
legitimate purposes.
I am parti cularly happy to see my good friends John
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Pollard of Spartanburg, and Nick Collins of Columbia, your international representatives, here today.

I am also delighted to see

so many of my good friends from Spartan Mills, Startex Mills,
Winnsboro Mills, Great Falls, Hartsville Print and Dye Works, and
Kendall and Newberry Mills of Newberry.

I shall always appreciate,

not only your personal friendship, but your political friendship.
With your support and with your vote I was elected governor of the
great state of South Carolina.

And in the formulation of my policies

as governor and in the operation of the State government generally
the textile worker has been given a place at the counsel table .

r,

very early in life, became interested in the develop-

ment and promotion of clean, efficient, and progressive government;
and to this purpose I have dedicated my administration.
is more than an instrument of convenience.

Government

It should be so consti-

tuted as to represent the public conscience - alert and responsive
not only to the needs attendant upon the proper and effective
development and utilization of our material resources, but to the
full and effective development and conservation of our human resources.
Our educational system, by public support, should
broaden and extend its facilities so as to make available to every
child,irrespective of station in life, full opportunities for
development of mind and character.

As Governor of South Carolina,

I have strongly urged the extension of our public library system,
to the end that every community within our borders might have the
benefit of clean, wholesome, and instructive literature necessary
,

to their cultural refinement.
Our

public health f acilities are inadequate.

Those

within the small income brackets often find it difficult, if not
impossible, to afford for themselves and their families the medical
care and attention essential to good health.

Free examinations

and treatment should be provided where economic circumstances
justify it.

A comprehensive program in the field of public health

has been advanced by my administration, and progress is being made .
Our Social Security Laws should be liberalized and
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extended in their coverage so as to include all people who are
presently excluded.

The aged and infirm should receive adequate

subsistence, and delinquency in every form should be corrected by
whatever public means found most appropriate and effective.
Approximately 130,000 people receive wages and salaries
from the textile industry in South Carolina.

This industry is

expanding, and methods of production are being improved.

Conditions

of employment and Labor-Management Relations are becoming more
satisfactory.
provements.

I commend both labor and management for these imAs Governor of South Carolina, I have spared no effort

in the encouragement of this industrial progress and expansion.
However, I have been equally careful to let it be known that South
Carolina is not in the market for sweat shops.
In conclusion, I should again like to express to
you my sincere appreciation for your friendship, and commend
your attitude ~oward and support of those principles and _policies
of public concern which served so well our forefathers in their
zeal

and determination to give to this country a basic law which,

when properly applied, establishes the Fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man.
It is my desire that the textile workers know, that
so long as I am your Governor of South Carolina, my offices are
open to you, and that I am anxious to have the benefit of your
views concerning matters of government and such other matters as
might concern our mutual interests.
come in to see me.
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When you have the opportunity,

